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Letters
Embolic strokE as a latE complication 
of infErior vEna cava thrombosis
Editor,
We read with interest the article entitled “Inferior vena cava 
thrombosis  in  young  adults  –  a  review  of  two  cases”  by 
McAree et al. in the May 2009 Journal 1. In addition to the 
complications  they  describe,  we  recently  encountered  an 
unusual and late complication of the condition.
A 73 year old male in sinus rhythm with history of 2 embolic 























veins  that  were  not  present  in  this  case. A  spontaneous 
thrombosis of the IVC is very rare as discussed by McAree 
































foramen ovale and cryptogenic stroke in older patients. N Engl J Med. 
2007;357(22):2262-8.























(I  am  indebted  to  Mr  Patrick  Corkey,  now  deceased,  a 




Peter Froggatt,  Former Vice-Chancellor, QUB
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comparison of public pErcEptions 
associatEd With hEalthcarE-associatEd 
infEctions (hcais) in northErn irEland 
folloWing thE 2007/2008 outbrEak of  




spore-forming  anaerobic  bacterium,  Clostridium  difficile, 








An  on-line  e-survey  was  performed  over  the  four  month 
period,  June  through  September  2009,  hosted  at  the 
Infection Free by Design (IFBD) network site (http://www.

















concern  regarding  going  into  hospital  (62%),  which  was 
























attendances).    Therefore,  if  we  attempt  to  estimate  the 
total  number  of  outpatient  appointments  missed  in  NI  in 












particularly  within  the  in-patient  and  out-patient  setting, 
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